
Presentation Of Findings From A Survey 
Of 400 Likely Voters In North Dakota

Campaign For Tobacco Free Kids



Methodology

• 400 Likely Voters Of November 2008 General 
Election Voters North Dakota

• Interviews Conducted September 10-14th, 2008

• Margin Of Error +/- 4.9% , Overall, Higher For 
Subgroups



Key Findings
 While There Is Strong Support For Measure 3, We Have Not Hit The 50% 

Mark, With More Than A Quarter Of The Electorate Undecided

 It Is Vital That We Cast This Initiative In Our Terms – Informing Voters Of 
The Funding Source, The Amount And The CDC Recommendation Increases 
Our Support Dramatically

 Our Message Should Emphasize That This Measure Ensures Settlement Dollars 
Are Being Used As Intended, While Also Preventing Disease And Protecting 
Children

 Providing Reassurance On The Measure’s Funding Source Is Also Important

 Countering An Attack From The Water Coalition With A Message Around 
Preventing Youth Smoking And Lung Cancer Deaths Is More Effective Than A 
Direct Rebuttal

 Health Groups And Nurses Are Our Most Trusted Messengers



While There Is Strong Support For Measure 3, 
We Have Not Hit The 50% Mark With More Than 

A Quarter Of The Electorate Undecided



A Plurality Support Measure 3, While Over A Quarter Are 
Undecided
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This initiated statutory measure would add seven new sections to the North Dakota Century Code and
amends section 54-27-25.

This measure would establish a tobacco prevention and control advisory committee and an executive
committee; develop and fund a comprehensive statewide tobacco prevention and control plan; and create a tobacco 

prevention and control trust fund to receive tobacco settlement dollars to be administered by the executive committee.
If the election were held today, would you vote YES or NO on this ballot initiative, or are you undecided? 
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If the election were held today, would you vote YES or NO on this ballot initiative, or are 
you undecided?



Support For The Measure Is Stronger Among Democrats And 
Independents Than Republicans

Even Among Republicans, The Measure Garners Plurality Support
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The Measure Garners Plurality Support Across Ideology
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Women Show Much Stronger Support For The Measure Than Men
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While A Plurality Of Current Smokers Oppose The Measure, A 
Majority Of Those Who Have Never Smoked Support It
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Weakest Support Lies In The Northern Area, While Highest 
Support Comes From Bismarck
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A Majority Of Those Over 60 Support The Measure
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It Is Vital That We Cast This Initiative In Our 
Terms – Informing Voters Of The Funding 

Source, The Amount And The CDC 
Recommendation Increases Our Support 

Dramatically



After Voters Are Read A Summary Of The Measure’s Provisions, 
Support For It Increases Dramatically
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As you may know, Measure 3 would require that a portion of the money North Dakota receives from tobacco 
companies as a result of the tobacco settlement would be used to create a comprehensive statewide tobacco 
prevention and control program to discourage kids from smoking and help adults quit.  Funding for tobacco 
prevention programs in North Dakota would increase from its current level of $4.4 million dollars to $9.3 

million dollars, the amount recommended by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control. 
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Focusing On Where The Money For The Program Comes From As 
Well As The CDC’s Recommended Tobacco Prevention Spending 

Increases Support Dramatically 
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Support For The Measure Is Still Stronger Among Democrats And 
Independents Than Republicans
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After Hearing The Informational Paragraph, A Plurality Of Current 
Smokers Now Support The Measure
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Our Message Should Emphasize That This Measure 
Ensures Settlement Dollars Are Being Used As 
Intended, While Also Preventing Disease And 

Protecting Children
Providing Reassurance On The Measure’s Funding Source Is Also 

Important



Our Top Arguments Focus On Reassuring Voters That Tax Money Will Not 
Be Used To Fund The Program, That Prevention Program Funding 

Represents Intended Use Of Settlement Dollars, Disease Prevention, And 
Efforts By Tobacco Companies To Addict Children
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Each year, more than 2,500 kids in ND try their first cigarette, and 
another 800 kids become regular smokers. One third of these smokers 

will eventually die from their addiction. This initiative will provide 
needed funding for tobacco prevention programs that have been 

proven to stop kids from smoking

Only the money that ND receives from the tobacco companies as part 
of the tobacco settlement would be used to fund this new tobacco

prevention program

We must continue to protect our kids from tobacco. The tobacco 
companies know that 90 percent of smokers start as teens, and they 

need to addict a new generation of customers to replace the smokers 
who quit or die every day

Tobacco prevention is disease prevention because smoking is one of 
the primary causes of cancer, heart disease and lung disease. The best 

way to prevent these diseases is to prevent people from smoking

ND should use the state's tobacco settlement money on tobacco 
prevention programs, because that's what they money was for in the 

first place

Not one penny of tax money would be used to fund this new tobacco 
prevention program. Instead the program would be funded by money
that ND receives from the tobacco companies as part of the tobacco 

settlement



Arguments That Put Prevention Funding In The Context Of The Total 
Settlement Revenue North Dakota Receives Are Less Effective  
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Bottom-Tier Reasons 
To Support Initiative
Ranked By % Very Convincing

Every year, ND receives more than $35 million from tobacco 
companies as part of the tobacco settlement. Only 25% of that money 

is needed to fund an effective tobacco prevention and control program

Every year, ND receives more than $35 million from tobacco 
companies as part of the tobacco settlement. It would take less than a 

quarter of this revenue for the state to fund an effective tobacco 
prevention program at the level recommended by the US. Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention

Thirty-two percent of high school seniors in our state smoke. This 
initiative will provide needed funding for tobacco prevention programs 

that have been proven to stop kids from smoking

Tobacco prevention programs work. After funding for tobacco 
prevention was increased in California, smoking rates have dropped to 
14 percent, compared to 21 percent for ND, and lung cancer rates have 

declined 4 times faster than in ND

ND currently has a state budget surplus of over $1 billion dollars. It 
only makes sense to invest in programs now that could save the state 

millions of dollars in lower health care costs in the future

Diseases caused by smoking cost ND $247 million dollars every year 
in health care costs. By preventing smoking, we will be saving ND 

millions of dollars



Our Top Messages Are Equally Effective Across Party
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Each year, more than 2,500 kids in ND try their first cigarette, and another 800 kids become 
regular smokers. One third of these smokers will eventually die from their addiction. This 
initiative will provide needed funding for tobacco prevention programs that have been proven 
to stop kids from smoking

51%52%52%Only the money that ND receives from the tobacco companies as part of the tobacco 
settlement would be used to fund this new tobacco prevention program

54%57%55%
We must continue to protect our kids from tobacco. The tobacco companies know that 90 
percent of smokers start as teens, and they need to addict a new generation of customers to 
replace the smokers who quit or die every day
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Not one penny of tax money would be used to fund this new tobacco prevention program. 
Instead the program would be funded by money that ND receives from the tobacco companies 
as part of the tobacco settlement

56%ND should use the state's tobacco settlement money on tobacco prevention programs, because 
that's what they money was for in the first place

55%
Tobacco prevention is disease prevention because smoking is one of the primary causes of 
cancer, heart disease and lung disease. The best way to prevent these diseases is to prevent 
people from smoking

51%Diseases caused by smoking cost ND $247 million dollars every year in health care costs. By 
preventing smoking, we will be saving ND millions of dollars

51%
ND currently has a state budget surplus of over $1 billion dollars. It only makes sense to 
invest in programs now that could save the state millions of dollars in lower health care costs 
in the future

50%
Tobacco prevention programs work. After funding for tobacco prevention was increased in 
CA, smoking rates have dropped to 14%, compared to 21 percent for ND, and lung cancer 
rates have declined 4x faster than in ND

TotalReasons To Vote For Proposition  (% very convincing)



Both Men And Women Respond Strongly To Arguments 
Specifying That Only Settlement Money Would Be Used To 

Fund The Program

56%47%52%
Each year, more than 2,500 kids in ND try their first cigarette, and another 800 kids become 
regular smokers. One third of these smokers will eventually die from their addiction. This 
initiative will provide needed funding for tobacco prevention programs that have been proven to 
stop kids from smoking

62%42%52%Only the money that ND receives from the tobacco companies as part of the tobacco settlement 
would be used to fund this new tobacco prevention program

59%50%55%
We must continue to protect our kids from tobacco. The tobacco companies know that 90 percent 
of smokers start as teens, and they need to addict a new generation of customers to replace the 
smokers who quit or die every day
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Not one penny of tax money would be used to fund this new tobacco prevention program. Instead 
the program would be funded by money that ND receives from the tobacco companies as part of 
the tobacco settlement

56%ND should use the state's tobacco settlement money on tobacco prevention programs, because 
that's what they money was for in the first place

55%
Tobacco prevention is disease prevention because smoking is one of the primary causes of cancer, 
heart disease and lung disease. The best way to prevent these diseases is to prevent people from 
smoking

51%Diseases caused by smoking cost ND $247 million dollars every year in health care costs. By 
preventing smoking, we will be saving ND millions of dollars

51%ND currently has a state budget surplus of over $1 billion dollars. It only makes sense to invest in 
programs now that could save the state millions of dollars in lower health care costs in the future

50%
Tobacco prevention programs work. After funding for tobacco prevention was increased in CA, 
smoking rates have dropped to 14%, compared to 21 percent for ND, and lung cancer rates have 
declined 4x faster than in ND

TotalReasons To Vote For Proposition  (% very convincing)



Disease Prevention Is Top Among Those Who Voted Yes, No 
Use Of Tax Money Top Among Those Who Voted Against, 

Undecideds, Shifters
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Each year, more than 2,500 kids in ND try their first cigarette, and another 800 kids 
become regular smokers. One third of these smokers will eventually die from their 
addiction. This initiative will provide needed funding for tobacco prevention 
programs that have been proven to stop kids from smoking

50%52%Only the money that ND receives from the tobacco companies as part of the tobacco 
settlement would be used to fund this new tobacco prevention program

52%55%
We must continue to protect our kids from tobacco. The tobacco companies know 
that 90 percent of smokers start as teens, and they need to addict a new generation 
of customers to replace the smokers who quit or die every day
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58%
Not one penny of tax money would be used to fund this new tobacco prevention 
program. Instead the program would be funded by money that ND receives from the 
tobacco companies as part of the tobacco settlement

56%ND should use the state's tobacco settlement money on tobacco prevention 
programs, because that's what they money was for in the first place

55%
Tobacco prevention is disease prevention because smoking is one of the primary 
causes of cancer, heart disease and lung disease. The best way to prevent these 
diseases is to prevent people from smoking

51%Diseases caused by smoking cost ND $247 million dollars every year in health care 
costs. By preventing smoking, we will be saving ND millions of dollars

51%
ND currently has a state budget surplus of over $1 billion dollars. It only makes 
sense to invest in programs now that could save the state millions of dollars in lower 
health care costs in the future

50%
Tobacco prevention programs work. After funding for tobacco prevention was 
increased in CA, smoking rates have dropped to 14%, compared to 21 percent for 
ND, and lung cancer rates have declined 4x faster than in ND

TotalReasons To Vote For Proposition  (% very convincing)

Thirty-two percent of high school seniors in our state smoke. This initiative will 
provide needed funding for tobacco prevention programs that have been proven to 
stop kids from smoking

57%



Countering An Attack From The Water 
Coalition With A Message Around Preventing 
Youth Smoking And Lung Cancer Deaths Is 

More Effective Than A Direct Rebuttal



When We Directly Rebut The Potential Attack By The Water 
Interests, A Majority Agrees With Us

Opponents of this initiative say that it would divert millions of dollars in funding for other things including 
water development projects necessary to support agriculture and spur economic growth in our state.  The state 
already spends over four million dollars a year on tobacco prevention programs, and we cannot increase this 
funding without cutting funding for critical water projects.

Which of the following statements comes closer to your point of view?

(darker shading=stronger intensity)
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Supporters of this initiative say that it will increase funding for tobacco prevention programs that have been 
proven to prevent youth smoking, without spending tax money and without cutting funding for water 
development projects.  In fact, because of record oil prices, water development projects in North Dakota will 
receive more than $36 million in funding this year.



However, Ignoring The Counter-Argument On Water And 
Focusing On Smoking Prevention Is Much More Effective

Opponents of this initiative say that it would divert millions of dollars in funding for other things including 
water development projects necessary to support agriculture and spur economic growth in our state.  The 
state already spends over four million dollars a year on tobacco prevention programs, and we cannot increase 
this funding without cutting funding for critical water projects.

Which of the following statements comes closer to your point of view?
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Supporters of this initiative say that tobacco prevention programs have been remarkably successful at 
preventing youth smoking and reducing lung cancer deaths.  We should use the money the state receives from 
its settlement with the tobacco companies to fund these proven tobacco prevention programs, because that’s 
what the money was for in the first place. 



Voters Across Party Are More Likely To Agree With Supporters’
Arguments
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Voters In Every Part Of The State Tend To Agree With Our 
Arguments Over Those Of Our Opponents
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Health Groups And Nurses Are Our Most 
Trusted Messengers



When It Comes To Discussing Measure 3, Voters Tend To Trust The Big 
Three Medical Associations (ALA, ACS, And AHA), Followed By Nurses, 

Former Smokers Who Have Quit, And Doctors
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The Health Groups Are Most Effective Across Party
Former Attorney General Heitkamp Is Trusted Among Democrats, But Not Republicans

14%18%17%17%Your state legislator 

20%30%49%31%Former Attorney General Heidi Heitkamp
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65%The American Lung Association 
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59%The American Heart Association 

11%The North Dakota Water Coalition 
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…And Gender

17%16%17%Your state legislator 

36%27%31%Former Attorney General Heidi Heitkamp

46%38%42%The North Dakota March of Dimes 

48%43%45%Doctors 

13%11%12%The North Dakota League of Cities 

47%44%46%Former smokers who used state programs to quit 
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Total% Trust A Great Deal



…And Region
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…And Smoking Habits
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